Atlanta, Georgia

Austin, Texas

Baltimore City, Maryland
Baltimore Co., Maryland
Boston, Massachusetts
Buffalo, New York
Calgary, Alberta

Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North Carolina

Chicago, lllinois
Cincinnati, Ohio
Cleveland, Ohio
Columbus, Ohio

Dallas, Texas

Denver, Colorado

Detroit, Michigan
Edmonton, Alberta

El Paso, Texas

Fairfax County, Virginia
Fort Worth, Texas
Honolulu, Hawaii
Houston, Texas
Indianapolis, Indiana
Jacksonville, Florida
Kansas City, Missouri

Las Vegas Metro, Nevada
Long Beach, California
Los Angeles, California
Los Angeles Co., California
Louisville, Kentucky
Memphis, Tennessee
Miami-Dade, Florida
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Minneapolis, Minnesota
Montgomery Co., Maryland
Montreal, Quebec
Nashville, Tennessee
Nassau Co., New York
New Orleans, Louisiana
New York City, New York
Newark, New Jersey
Oakland, California
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Ottawa, Ontario
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Phoenix, Arizona
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Portland, Oregon

Prince George’s Co., Maryland
Salt Lake City, Utah

San Antonio, Texas

San Diego, California

San Francisco, California
San Jose, California
Seattle, Washington

St. Louis, Missouri

Suffolk Co., New York
Toronto, Ontario

Tucson, Arizona

Tulsa, Oklahoma
Vancouver, British Columbia
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Washington, DC
Winnipeg, Manitoba
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June 12, 2009

The Honorable Patty Murray

U.S. Senate

173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Murray:

On behalf of the Major Cities Chiefs, representing the 56 largest jurisdictions
across the Nation, I am writing to support the HERO Act. We applaud your
initiative to help local law enforcement recover costs associated with
protecting large-scale special events.

We especially appreciate provisions in the bill that provide grants for the
overtime salary and benefits of law enforcement officers assigned to
these events. In but one example, law enforcement experienced an
incredible strain on resources during President Obama’s Inaugural as
agencies across the country detailed officers to the Nation’s Capital
augmenting the Metropolitan Police Department, U.S. Secret Service
and other agencies providing security.

States and local communities face enormous and unbudgeted costs
when these types of national and international events occur in a
community. The logistics require months of planning for the event
and ultimately they result in providing first responders from many
jurisdictions to maintain order and safety during the event. Your bill
will go a long way to defray the costs associated with these major
National events.

We thank you for all that you do to support American law enforcement and
we look forward to working with you to ensure that this legislation becomes
law.

All the best,

=

William J. Bratton
Chief of Police, Los Angeles, California
President, Major Cities Chiefs’ Association



